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York, but he disliked schools and did 
poorly in his courses, including Eng¬ 
lish, although he had taught himself to 
read and write when he was 5 years old. 

Having been told by many teachers 
that the precocious child was probably 
mentally backward, the Capotes sent 
him to a psychiatrist who, Truman Ca¬ 
pote said triumphantly some years 
later, “naturally classified me as a 
genius.” 

He later credited Catherine Woods, 
an English teacher at Greenwich High 
School in Connecticut, with being the 
first person to recognize his writing tal¬ 
ent and to give him guidance. With her 
encouragement he wrote poems and 
stories for the school paper, The Green 
Witch. He did not complete high school 
and had no further formal education. 

At the age of 17, Mr. Capote wangled 
a job at The New Yorker. “Not a very 
grand job, for all it really involved was 
sorting cartoons and clipping newspa¬ 
pers,” he wrote years later. “Still, 1 
was fortunate to have it, especially 
since I was determined never to set a 
studious foot inside a college class¬ 
room. I felt that either one was or 
wasn’t a writer, and no combination of 
professors could influence the out¬ 
come. I still think I was correct, at 
least in my own case. ’ ’ 

First Stories and Novel 




The New York Times / Ernest Sisto; United Press International and Phyllis Cerf 

Truman Capote at work on his novel “Answered Prayers” in. 

1971 and, left, in a photo made in the 1950’s. In 1955, he was 
photographed while dancing with Marilyn Monroe at a New 
York night club. In 1976, he appeared in a cameo role in the 
movie, “Murder by Death.” 


In a two-year stay at The New York¬ 
er, Mr. Capote had several short sto¬ 
ries published in minor magazines. 
“Several of them were submitted to my 
employers, and none accepted,” he 
wrote later. In the same period, he 
wrote his first, never-published novel, 

* * Summer Crossing. ’ ’ 

Mr. Capote made his first major 
magazine sale, of the haunting short 
story “Miriam,” to Mademoiselle in 
1945, and in 1946 it won an 0. Henry Me¬ 
morial Award. (There were to be three 
more 0. Henry awards.) 

The award led to a contract and a 
$1,500 advance from Random House to 
write a novel. Mr. Capote returned to 
Monroeville and began “Other Voices, 
Other Rooms,” and he worked on the 
slim volume in New Orleans, Saratoga 
Springs, N.Y., and in North Carolina, 
finally completing it on Nantucket It 
was published in 1948. 

The novel, a sensitively written ac¬ 
count of a teen-age boy’s coming to 
grips with maturity and accepting his 
world as it is, achieved wide popularity 
and critical acclaim and was hailed as 
a remarkable achievement for a writer 
only 23 years old. 

In 1969, when “Other Voices, Other 
Rooms” was reprinted, Mr. Capote 
said the novel was “an attempt to exor¬ 
cise demons: an unconscious, alto¬ 
gether intuitive attempt, for I was not 
aware, except for a few incidents and 
descriptions, of its being in any serious 
degree autobiographical. Rereading it 
now, I find such self-deception unpar¬ 
donable.” 

Famous Dust-Cover Photograph 

The book’s back dust cover received 
almost as much comment as the novel 
itself, and for years was the talk of the 
literary set. The jacket was a photo- 
gragh of an androgynously pretty Mr. 
Capote, big eyes looking up from under 
blond bangs, and wearing a tattersall 
vest, reclining sensually on a sofa. The 
striking, now-famous dust-jacket 
photograph may have been prophetic, 
because Mr. Capote, for the remainder 
of his life, assiduously sought personal 
publicity and celebrity and said he had 
“a love affair with cameras — all cam¬ 
eras.” 

In the pursuit of literary celebrity in 
succeeding years, the writer was 
photographed in his homes in the 
Hamptons on Long Island, in Switzer¬ 
land and at United Nations Plaza. He 



The result of Mr. Capote’s discovery 
was “In Cold Blood," which was al¬ 
most universally praised. John Hersey 
called it “a remarkable book,” for ex¬ 
ample, but there were dissenters. Stan¬ 
ley Kauffmann, in The New Republic, 
sniped at “In Cold Blood,” saying “this. 
isn’t writing, it’s research” — a sly ! 
borrowing from Mr. Capote’s witty 
thumbnail critique, years earlier, of 
the rambling books of the late Beat 
Generation author Jack Kerouac: 
“This isn’t writing, it’s typing.” 

The critic Kenneth Tynan took Mr. 
Capote to task for being too strictly a 
reporter and not making an effort to 
have the killers’ lives spared. 

Many readers were struck by Mr. 
Capote’s verbatim quotations of long, 
involved conversations and incidents in 
his book. He explained that this came 
from “a talent for mentally recording 


was photographed escorting well- 
dressed society women who seemed al¬ 
ways to tower over Mr. Capote, who 
was only 5 feet 4 inches tall. He was 
also photographed, for dozens of maga¬ 
zines and newspapers, when he gave a 
much-publicized masked ball at the 
Plaza Hotel in New York in 1966 for 
some 500 of his “very closest friends.” 

For many of the postwar years Mr. 
Capote traveled widely and lived 
abroad much of the time with Jack 
Dunphy, his companion of more than a 
quarter-century. He turned out short- 
story collections and nonfiction for 
Vogue, Mademoiselle, Esquire and The 
Ntw Yorker, which first published 
“The Muses Are Heard,” a 1956 book 
chronicling a tour of the Soviet Union 
by a company of black Americans in 
“Porgy and Bess.” 

“I conceived the whole adventure as 
a short comic ‘nonfiction novel,’ the 
first,” Mr. Capote said. “That book 
was an important event for me. While 
writing it, I realized I just might have 
found a solution to what had always 
been my greatest creative quandary. I 
wanted to produce a journalistic novel, 
something on a large scale that would 
have the credibility of fact, the imme¬ 
diacy of film, the depth and freedom of 
prose, and the precision of poetry.” 









